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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
Part  I-  Prices 


Item 

:  Unit 

;  1957 

1958 

Last  data 
available  as 
percent  of 

a  year 
earlier 

[  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Wool 

Average  price  received  by  farmers, 

grease  basis 
Parity  price  l/ 
Farm  as  percent  of  parity 

Boston,  clean  basis  2/ 
Domestic 
Graded  territory 
Fine  good  French  combing 

amd  staple 
l/2  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
3/8  blood  good  French  combing 
and  staple 
l/l+  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
Low  l/k  blood 
Common  and  braid 
Graded  fleece 
Delaine 

l/2  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
3/8  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
l/k  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
Low  l/k  blood 
Common  and  braid 
Original  bag  Texas 
Fine  12  months  good  French 

combing  and  staple 
Fine  8  months  (l"  and  over) 
Fine  fall  (3/V  and  over) 
Imported,  excluding  duty 
Australian 
6k' s,  70' s  warp  and  l/2  warp 
6k' s,  70 's  good  topmaking 
6k' s  combing 
58 's,  60 's  combing 
Montevideo  super 
0's  (58's.  60's) 
l's  (56's) 


2's 
3's 
l+'s 
5's 


(50's) 
(1+6's, 
(1+1+ -s) 
(1+0's) 


1+8's) 


Manmade  staple  fiber 
Viscose,  1-1/2  denier  3_/ 
Acetate,  5  denier  3/ 
Nylon,  3  denier  5_/ 
Dacron,  3>  k.5,  and  6  denier  5/ 
Orion,  3>  l+«5>  and  6  denier  5_7 
Acrilan,  3  and  5  denier  5_/ 
Dynel,  2,  3,  6,  12  and 
2k  denier  5_/ 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


:  Cents 

per 
:  pound 
: Percent 

:  1+8.9 
:    61+. 5 
:  76 

I18.5  51.1+ 
65.O  65.2 
75  79 

52.3  1+5.5  1+1+.1+  1+0.7 

6s  k    6q  s    6q  fi    7n  0 
80      65      61+  58 

37.7 

(0.7 

53 

72 

IOO 

:  Cents 
1  per 
:  pound 

.  do. 

:  162.5 

162.5  162.2 

164.5  iko.o  137.5  125.0 

77 

do. 

:  152.5 

152.5  152.2 

15>+.5  125.0  123.1  115.6 

76 

do. 

:  132.5 

132.5  132.5 

132.5  115-0  113.8  107.5 

81 

do. 
do. 
do. 

:  122.5 
:  109.5 
:  101.5 

122.5  122.5 
109.5  109.5 
101.5  101.5 

122.5  110.0  109.1+  102.5 
109.5  92.5  92.5  92.5 
101.5  87.5  87.5  87.5 

81+ 
Ok 
86 

do. 

•  162.5 

162.5  162.5 

163.0  11+0.0  138.8  129.1+ 

80 

do. 

137.5 

137.5  137.5 

11+1.2  118.0  116.1  108.8 

79 

do. 

119.5 

118.8  117.0 

118.1  107.0  102.1  93.8 

80 

do. 
do. 
do. 

117.1 
105.0 
95.0 

113.0  111.9 
105.0  105.0 
95.0  95.0 

112.8  102.0    97.1  88.8 
108.0   92.5   92.5  88.8 
95.0   87.5   87.5  87.5 

79 
85 
92 

do. 
do. 
do. 

162.5 
11+2.5 
132.5 

162.5  162.5 
11+2.5  1U2.5 
132.5  132.5 

I63.8  11+9.0  11+1.2  128.1 
11+3.8  130.O  126.9  117.5 
133.8  115.0  106.9  101.2 

79 
82 
76 

do.  ■ 
do. 
do.  : 
do.  : 

157-5 
152.5 
11+2.5 
136.5 

162.5  162.5 
157-5  157-5 
11+7.5  11+7-5 
11+2.5  11+2.5 

162.5  132.5  132.5  128.8 
157.5  127.5  127.5  123.8 
150.0  122.5  122.5  118.8 
11+2.5  112.5  112.5  108.8 

79 
79 
81 
76 

11+0.1+ 

131.5 
126.3 
95.5 
91+.5 

91+.5 


11+2.8  11+1.5 
131+ .0  13I+.0 
130.0  130.0 
95.5  96.0 
91+.5  9k.5 
Sh.  5  91+.5 


do.  : 

32.0 

32.0  29.0 

do.  : 

32.0 

32.0  32.0 

do.  : 

128.0 

128.0  128.0 

do.  : 

ll+l.O 

ll+l.O  ll+l.O 

do.  : 

128.0 

128.0  128.0 

do.  : 

112.0 

112. 0  112.0 

do.  : 

105.0 

105.0  105.0 

11+1.5  115.5  115-5  llU.8 

131+.0  108.0  108.0  107-6 

130.0  105.0  105.0  105.0 

97-5  102.0    99.0  99.0 

91+.5  96.5    96.5  96.5 

9l+. 5  96.5    96.5  96.5 


29.0    31.0  31.0  31.0 

32.0    3I+.0  3I+.0    3I+.0  \l 

128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0 

ll+l.O  ll+l.O  ll+l.O  ll+l.O  ll+l.O 

128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0 

112.0  116.0  116.0  116.0  116.0 

105.0  110.0  110.0  110.0  110.0 


81 
80 
81 
103 

102 
102 


107 
106 
100 
100 
100 

101+ 
105 


1/  Effective  parity  prices  as  computed  currently  using  base  prices  in  effect  and  indexes  for  months 
indicated.    These  parity  prices  are  the  legally  applicable  parity  prices  for  the  following  month.    2/  Fran 
Weekly  Review  of  the  Boston  Wool  Market .    jj  From  Textile  Organon.    kj  Not  available.    5_/  From  Modern 
Textile  Magazine. 
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SUMMARY 


During  the  early  weeks  of  the  1958  domestic  wool  marketing  season  which 
began  April  1,  prices  of  wool  in  both  foreign  and  domestic  markets  were  con- 
siderably below  a  year  earlier.    The  generally  lower  level  reflects  the  easing 
of  world  demand  for  wool.    Prices  in  world  markets  began  to  fall  last  May,  and 
the  declines  abroad  have  continued  irregularly  through  April  of  this  year. 

Late  in  April,  prices  of  wool  at  the  British  Dominion  auctions  were 
from  kO  to  60  cents  per  pound,  clean  basis,  lower  than  a  year  earlier.  Boston 
quotations  for  domestic  wools  ranged  down  from  18  to  3^  percent  under  a  year 
earlier.    Prices  received  by  domestic  growers  for  shorn  wool  sold  during  April 
averaged  37*7  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis,  28  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Part  II  -  Supplies  and  Mill  Activity 


Item 

Unit 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Last   d&t  g 
Available 

as  percent* 

earlier 

Dec . 

Jan 

Feb .  : 

Mar. 

Dec . 

Jan  : 

Feb. 

1/ 

Imports  for  consumption, 

Million 

clean  content 

pounds 

Dutiable  2/ 

do. 

6.3 

9.8 

8.6 

8.2 

3-9 

5.8 

59 

60' s  and  finer 

do. 

3-9 

5-9 

4.9 

2-3 

3-7 

63 

56's  -  60's 

do. 

1.0 

1-3 

-7 

.7 

M 

-5 

38 

50's  -  56's 

do. 

■  5 

.8 

.8 

.9  • 

•  3 

•  3 

38 

44 '  s  -  50 ' s 

do. 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.2 

.1 

.1 

50 

ItO's  -  44 's 

do. 

.1 

.4 

•  9 

-5 

■  3 

.4 

100 

Not  finer  than  4o's 

do. 

•  5 

■  7 

•  9 

1.2 

•  3 

.6 

86 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

.2 

•  5 

.2 

.4 

.2 

.2 

40 

Duty-free 

do. 

7-8 

13-8 

11.9 

13.4 

7.1 

11.1 

80 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

k.k 

6.7 

4.7 

5-3 

3.6 

4.9 

73 

Not  finer  than  40's 

do. 

3-4 

7.1 

7.2 

8.1 

j  •  j 

6.2 

87 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Dutiable  2/ 

do. 

103.8 

9.8 

18.4 

26.5 

78.0 

5.8 

59 

60 's  and  finer 

do. 

52.  h 

5-9 

10.8 

15.0 

39.7 

3.7 

63 

56's  -  60 's 

do. 

15.8 

1-3 

2.0 

2.8 

8.8 

.5 

38 

50 's  -  56's 

do. 

11.6 

.8 

1.6 

2.4 

6.9 

.3 

38 

44 's  -  50 's 

•  do. 

3-8 

.2 

.4 

.6 

2.5 

.1 

50 

1+0 '  s  -  44 '  s 

do. 

h.6 

.4 

1.3 

1-7 

3-9 

.4 

100 

Not  finer  than  kO's 

do. 

12.6 

•  7 

1.6 

2.8 

10.8 

.6 

86 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

2.9 

•  5 

•  7 

1.1 

5-2 

.2 

4o 

Duty-free 

do. 

143.1 

13.8 

25.6 

39-1 

121.0 

11.1 

80 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

6h.  3 

6.7 

11.4 

16.6 

56.5 

4.9 

73 

Not  finer  than  40's 

do. 

78.8 

7.1 

14.2 

22.5 

64.5 

6.2 

87 

Imports  for  consumption, 

actual  weight 

Dutiable 

do. 

9.4 

14.2 

13.0 

11.8 

5-7 

8.3 

58 

Duty-free 

do. 

10.5 

18.8 

16.0 

18.1 

9-3 

14.8 

79 

Mill  consumption,  scoured 

basis  _3_/ 

Per  week,  during  month  4/ 

Apparel  (domestic  and 

1,000 

duty-paid  foreign) 

pounds 

5,174 

5,325 

5,587 

5,370 

3,278 

3,467 

3,874 

69 

60 's  and  finer 

do. 

2,803 

2,721 

2,947 

2,759 

1,602 

1,831 

1,893 

64 

50's  up  to  60 's 

do. 

2,003 

2,190 

2,122 

2,018 

1,316 

1,318 

1,616 

76 

48 ' s  and  coarser 

do. 

368 

4l4 

518 

593 

360 

318 

365 

70 

Carpet  (duty-free  foreign) 

do. 

2,682 

3,008 

3,351 

3,164 

1,909 

2,024 

2,166 

65 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Apparel  (domestic  and 

Million 

duty-paid  foreign) 

pounds 

296.6 

26.6 

49.0 

70.3 

242.9 

17-3 

15.5 

32 

60's  and  finer 

do. 

160.1 

13.6 

25.4 

36.5 

121.0 

9.1 

7.6 

30 

50's  up  to  60 's 

do. 

107.1 

10.9 

19.4 

27.4 

98.2 

6.6 

6.5 

34 

48 's  and  coarser 

do. 

29.  h 

2.1 

4.2 

6.4 

23.7 

1.6 

1-5 

36 

Carpet  (duty-free  foreign) 

do. 

144.1 

15.0 

28.4 

40.9 

128.9 

10.1 

18.8 

66 

Woven  wool  fabric 

Million 

production  5/ 

linear 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

yards 

Apparel  fabrics 

do. 

311-5 

278.2 

89 

Government  orders 

do. 

2-3 

3-4 

148 

Men ' s  and  boys 1  wear 

»  do. 

153-5 

126.9 

83 

Women's  and  children's 

wear 

do. 

155-7 

147-9 

95 

Non-apparel  fabrics 

do. 

13-7 

13-7 

100 

Blanketing 

do. 

8.8 

8.8 

100 

Other  non-apparel  fabrics 

do. 

4.9 

4.9 

100 

Total  woven  fabrics 

do. 

325.2 

291.9 

90 

l/  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  carbonized  wool  which  is  not  reported  by  grade. 

3/  On  woolen  and  worsted  systems;  excludes  wool  consumed  on  the  cotton  and  other  spinning  systems  and  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  felts,  hat  bodies,  and  other  miscellaneous  products. 

4/  Monthly  periods  are  4  or  5  calendar  weeks  generally  totaling  13  weeks  each  quarter. 
5/  Principally  wool,  reprocessed  wool,  or  reused  wool  by  weight. 
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Prices  received  for  wool  sold  during  the  1958  marketing  season  are  like- 
ly to  average  lower  than  in  1957-    With  the  average  down  and  the  incentive 
level  continued  at  62  cents,  payment  rates  for  shorn  wool  and  unshorn  lambs 
sold  during  the  1958  season  would  be  higher  than  for  1957-     Payments  for  the 
1958  season  will  be  made  in  the  summer  of  1959-    The  1958  season  is  the  last 
covered  by  the  National  Wool  Act  of  195^-    Legislation  has  been  introduced  to 
extend  the  program. 

Payments  for  1957  will  be  made  this  summer  when  the  average  price  re- 
ceived for  the  season  becomes  known.    Since  the  average  price  for  the  first 
ten  months  was  almost  one-fourth  higher  than  the  kk.3  cents  received  in  1956, 
payment  rates  for  1957  are  expected  to  be  considerably  lower  than  for  the  pre- 
vious season. 

Mohair  is  also  supported  under  the  National  Wool  Act  of  195^ •  Indica- 
tions are  that  prices  received  during  the  early  weeks  of  the  1958  marketing 
season  were  substantially  lower  than  a  year  earlier  and  below  the  support 
price  of  70  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis.    The  lower  prices  reflect  larger 
supplies  and  the  easing  of  world  demand.     Payments  may  be  necessary  for  the 
1958  season,  unless  world  demand  strengthens  substantially. 

The  seasonally  adjusted  rate  of  aggregate  mill  use  of  wool  in  the  11 
countries  which  report  quarterly  to  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee  dropped 
sharply  during  the  third  quarter  of  last  year.     During  the  fourth  quarter  it 
was  10  percent  lower  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  lowest  since  the  last  quarter 
of  1955*     Incomplete  information  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  suggests 
that  the  rate  continued  below  a  year  earlier. 

The  seasonally  adjusted  rate  of  mill  use  of  apparel  wool  in  the  U.  S. 
began  to  decline  during  the  summer  of  1956.     In  January  of  this  year,  it  was 
35  percent  lower  than  a  year  earlier  and  U5  percent  lower  than  when  the 
decline  began.    The  rate  advanced  somewhat  in  February  to  the  highest  level 
since  last  September.    It  is  too  early  to  tell  whether  the  increase  was 
temporary  or  the  beginning  of  the  upward  phase  of  the  cycle.  Historically, 
apparel  wool  consumption  in  the  U.  S.  has  shown  a  cyclical  pattern. 

The  decline  in  mill  use  of  wool  in  the  U.  S.  reflects  in  part  the 
general  decline  in  textile  activity  and  fiber  use  which  started  in  1956.  From 
1955  to  1956,  total  mill  use  of  fiber  in  the  U.  S.  declined  about  2  percent 
as  reductions  for  cotton  and  manmade  cellulosic  fibers  more  than  offset 
increases  for  apparel  and  carpet  wool,  noncellulosic  manmade  fiber,  and  silk. 
Last  year  total  mill  use  was  down  5  percent  from  1956  as  all  fibers  except 
manmade  noncellulosic  declined.     During  the  first  2  months  of  this  year,  mill 
use  of  both  apparel  and  carpet  wool  was  about  one-third  lower  than  a  year 
earlier. 

As  mill  activity  fell  off,  woolen  and  worsted  fabric  production  and 
cuttings  of  most  items  of  men's  tailored  clothing  and  women's  outerwear 
garments  also  declined. 
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Except  for  last  September,  U.  S.  imports  of  dutiable  wool  for  consump- 
tion were  below  a  year  earlier  each  month  from  June  1956  through  January  of 
this  year,  the  latest  month  for  which  information  is  available.    In  January 
they  were  about  two-fifths  lower  than  a  year  earlier.    The  lower  level  of 
imports  reflects  the  decline  in  mill  use  of  apparel  wool  and  some  reduction  in 
stocks.    Duty-free  imports  also  have  been  down,  reflecting  the  drop  in  mill  use 
of  carpet  wool. 

1957-58  world  supplies  of  wool  are  about  the  same  as  for  1956-57* 
Production  is  down  this  season  for  the  first  time  in  10  years,  but  the  decline 
is  less  than  one-half  of  1  percent. 

The  U.  S.  shorn  wool  clip  may  increase  this  year,  as  there  were  3  per- 
cent more  stock  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  and  ranches  on  January  1  than  a  year 
earlier.    But  production  of  pulled  wool  may  be  down.  Federally-inspected 
slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  during  the  first  quarter  was  about  10  percent 
less  than  a  year  earlier.    The  total  for  the  year  may  be  down  as  sheepmen 
continue  to  rebuild  their  flocks. 

Stocks  of  both  apparel  and  carpet  wool  in  the  U.  S.  on  January  1,  1958 
were  smaller  than  on  April  1,  1957*    However,  due  to  the  much  lower  rate  of 
mill  use,  the  stocks -consumption  ratios  were  higher  than  on  April  1,  1957* 

SURVEY  OF  RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Wool  Prices  Abroad 
And  At  Boston 

As  of  late  April,  prices  of  wool  at  the  British  Dominion  auctions  were 
from  kO  to  60  cents  per  pound,  clean  basis,  lower  than  a  year  earlier  (jtables  1 
and  2).    Duty-added  prices  ranged  from  25  to  35  percent  lower  than  a  year 
earlier.    Late  in  April,  Boston  quotations  for  domestic  wools  were  from  18  to 
3^  percent  lower  than  a  year  earlier  (table  3)« 

The  generally  lower  wool  prices  reflect  the  easing  of  world  demand 
for  wool.    Prices  in  world  markets  began  to  decline  toward  the  end  of  May  1957> 
and  the  declines  abroad  have  continued  irregularly  through  April  of  this  year. 

Late  in  April,  the  ratios  of  Boston  quotations  for  domestic  wools  to 
both  prices  abroad  and  Boston  quotations  for  imported  wools  were  lower  than 
the  average  for  recent  years. 

Growers 1  Prices  Down 
Sharply  From  Year  Ago 

Prices  received  by  domestic  growers  for  shorn  wool  sold  during  April, 

the  first  month  of  the  1958  domestic  marketing  season,  averaged  37 • 7  cents 

per  pound,  grease  basis.    The  average  was  lk.6  cents,  or  28  percent,  lower 
than  a  year  earlier. 
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Table  1  .--Price  per  pound  of  combing  wool,  clean  basis  (Bradford  yield),  at  Australian 
auctions,  by  Bradford  grades,  1955  to  date 


Year  : 
and  : 
month  : 

70' s 

6U 

1  s  : 

60 

's 

58's 

56's 

50 's 

Good 

Average 

Good! 

Average 

Good. 

Average 

Good 

Average 

Good 

Average 

Good 

. Average 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

1955  : 

116 

89 

January  : 

15* 

1U2 

132 

127 

120 

110 



102 





February  : 

156 

A  s  v 

1*5 

135 

130 

123 

117 

113 



10* 



92 



March  : 

152 

1*3 

133 

130 

123 

118 

115 

— 

107 



9* 



April  : 

11+ 3 

137 

130 

127 

121 

116 

ill. 
11U 

107 

May  : 

1*3 

138 

130 

128 

120 

116 

112 

10* 

— 

91 

— 

June  : 

lUU 

138 

130 

126 

120 

115 

112 



103 

91 

July  : 









August  : 





















September  : 

128 

120 

110 

106 

100 

95 

93 

90 

89 

85 

81 

80 

October  : 

127 

120 

110 

106 

99 

95 

92 

88 

86 

82 

76 

75 

November 

128 

120 

110 

106 

98 

95 

90 

87 

83 

80 

75 

7l+ 

December 

129 

121 

111 

110 

99 

97 

92 

90 

85 

81+ 

79 

78 

1956 

87 

81 

80 

January 

1^0 

123 

113 

111 

101 

99 

95 

93 

88 
87 

February 

1^1 

a  j 

115 

111 

101 

100 

91+ 

92 

86 

80 

79 

March 

130 

122 

113 

111 

101 

99 

91 

88 

85 

83 

78 

77 

April 

135 

128 

118 

115 

10* 

102 

95 

92 

87 

Or 

85 

oO 

70 

May 

1U2 

136 

127 

12* 

113 

109 

100 

97 

90 

87 

81 

79 

June 

lU9 

139 

133 

12* 

117 

109 

10l+ 

9* 

90 

82 

80 

July 

lU7 

1*1 

1  v> 

1  97 
-L^  1 

116 

110 

103 

97 

90 

87 

78 

76 

August 

September 

157 

152 

Ikk 

ll+O 

128 

125 

115 

110 

101 

97 

87 

81+ 

October 

157 

150 

139 

135 

121+ 

119 

113 

108 

99 

95 

88 

86 

November 

163 

15* 

Ikh 

139 

129 

12* 

115 

111 

101 

98 

90 

88 

December 

168 

159 

1*9 

1*5 

13* 

129 

120 

lli+ 

108 

10* 

95 

92 

1357 

106 

9* 

January 

I  165 

158 

1U9 

135 

130 

121 

116 

110 

97 

February 

:  169 

163 

155 

151 

ll+l 

138 

130 

12* 

117 

113 

102 

99 

March 

:  167 

160 

152 

1*8 

139 

135 

128 

122 

116 

112 

102 

99 

April 

:  166 

160 

155 

151 

1*5 

ll+O 

133 

126 

119 

116 

105 

102 

Mey 

:  171 

165 

162 

157 

152 

1*6 

139 

133 

126 

122 

111 

108 

June 
July 

:  172 

16* 

159 

150 

1*7 

138 

132 

121+ 



122 



113 

10l+ 



101 



August 
September 

:  155 

1*5 



1*0 



13* 



131 



126 

123 

118 

11* 

110 

103 

100 

October 

:  1U6 

138 

132 

127 

123 

118 

116 

111 

109 

103 

96 

93 

November 

:  135 

129 

125 

119 

116 

111 

110 

10* 

105 

98 

93 

89 

December 

:  122 

118 

111+ 

109 

106 

102 

1C2 

96 

95 

89 

81+ 

80 

1958 

January 

:  12U 

119 

116 

111 

109 

10* 

102 

97 

96 

90 

83 

79 

February 

:  130 

12* 

121 

116 

112 

108 

103 

99 

97 

93 

83 

80 

March 

:  119 

113 

110 

106 

103 

99 

91+ 

90 

89 

81+ 

71+ 

72 

From  Wool  Statistical  Service,  Australian  Wool  Bureau.  Prices  converted  from  pence  (Australian) 
to  cents  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 
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Table  2. — Price  per  pound  of  fleece  vools,  clean  basis  (Bradford  yield), 
at  the  London  auctions,  by  Bradford  grades,  1956  to  date 


Week  ended 

y 

Good  medium  fleeces  : 

Fine  crossbred  fleeces 

Crossbred 

fleeces 

:  6U,s-70's: 

58,s-60,s: 

56's  : 

50*s  : 

48*s  : 

46's 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

1956 

January 

20 

■  135-7 

111.2 

94.8 

90.1 

87.8 

87.8 

January 

27 

:  136.9 

111.1 

92.4 

87.7 

85.4 

85.4 

March 

2 

:  138.0 

107.6 



84.2 

8I.9 

8O.7 

March 

15 

:  138.0 

105.2 

92.4 

83.O 

8O.7 

8O.7 

April 

20 

:  1^0.1+ 

115-9 

99-5 

87.8 

85.4 

85.4 

April 

07 
^7 

:  142.6 

115.7 

99-4 

87.7 

85.3 

85.3 

June 

1 

:  151.8 

101.6 



86.4 

June 

8 

:  151.9 

122.7 

101.6 

88.8 

86.5 

86.5 

July 

13  : 

IcO.l 

00.  5 

86.2 

86.2 

July 

20 

:  153-7 

128.1 

_  _  _ 

89.7 

0(0 

OO .  d 

September 

14  : 

I65.8 

139.1 

104.3 

97.4 

95.1 

92.Q 

September 

21  • 

165.8 

139-2 

— 

97.4 

95.1 

92.8 

October 

26 

:  156.6 

133.4 

99-8 

91.7 

89.3 

88.2 

October 

31 

156.5 

133-3 

99-7 

93.9 

91.6 

90.4 

November 

30 

:  170.4 

139.1 

110.1 

104.3 

100.9 

100.9 

December 

7 

169-3 

135.7 

105.5 

97.4 

95.1 

93.9 

1957 

January 

18  ' 

172.5 

138.7 

106.0 

97.9 

95.6 

95.6 

February 

1 

174.9 

138.8 

111.9 

99-1 

95.6 

95.6 

February 

22  : 

174.9 

143.4 

121.2 

102.6 

96.8 

95.6 

March 

1 

172.5 

139-8 

114.2 

99-0 

94.4 

93.2 

March 

29 

•  171.9 

141.7 

118.5 

103.4 

97.6 

97-6 

April 

5 

171.8 

144.0 

120.8 

105.7 

99-9 

99-9 

May 

17  : 

178.9 

156.8 

127.8 

109.2 

102.2 

102.2 

May 

2k 

174.4 

150.0 



104.6 

97-6 

97-6 

July 

5  • 

loo. 6 

l40«7 

122.1 

101.2 

95-4 

95-4 

July 

12  : 

171.8 

146.3 

127.7 

102.2 

90.  «* 

rvC  )i 

September 

13 

160.0 

141.4 

127.5 

102.0 

93-9 

93-9 

September 

20  : 

161.2 

l4i.5 

129.9 

104.4 

96.3 

96.3 

October 

25  : 

145.8 

128.3 

117.8 

95-6 

91.0 

88.6 

November 

1  : 

139.8 

128.1 

117.6 

89.7 

85.0 

82.7 

November 

29 

•  135.6 

126.2 

116.9 

91.2 

86.5 

84.2 

December 

6  : 

127.4 

118.0 

113.4 

88.8 

85.3 

83.O 

1958 

127.8 

80.9 

January 

17  : 

111.3 

77-4 

January 

31  ' 

133.7 

118.5 

96.2 

84.5 

80.9 

79-8 

February 

21  : 

134.9 

120.8 

76.3 

72.7 

71.6 

February 

28  : 

130.2 

110.2 

73-9 

70.4 

70.4 

March 

21 

130.1 

111.4 

73-9 

70.3 

69.2 

March 

28  : 

130.2 

111.5 

71.6 

68.1 

66.9 

1/  Opening  and  closing  weeks  for  each  series. 


Compiled  from  Kreglinger  and  Fernau  market  reports.  Prices  converted  from  pence 
(United  Kingdom)  to  cents  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 
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The  general  movement  of  the  monthly  average  of  prices  received  "by- 
growers  has  been  similar  to  that  of  prices  in  foreign  markets.     Prices  declin- 
ed each  month  from  June  of  last  year  through  April  of  this  year. 

Present  indications  are  that  the  prices  received  for  wool  sold  during 
the  1958  marketing  season  are  likely  to  average  lower  than  for  1957-  With 
the  average  down  and  the  incentive  level  continued  at  62  cents,  payment  rates 
for  shorn  wool  and  unshorn  lambs  for  the  1958  season  would  be  higher  than  in 
1957- 

Payments  for  the  1957  season  will  be  made  this  summer  when  the  average 
price  received  for  shorn  wool  sold  during  1957  becomes  known.    The  1957 
average  is  expected  to  increase  substantially  over  a  year  earlier  as  the 
average  for  sales  in  the  first  10  months  of  the  season  was  almost  one-fourth 
higher  than  the  UU.3  cents  received  in  1956.    Since  the  incentive  level  was 
unchanged,  payment  rates  will  be  lower  than  those  for  the  I956  season. 

The  I958  season  is  the  fourth  and  last  under  the  National  Wool  Act  of 
195^.    Legislation  has  been  introduced  to  extend  the  incentive  program. 

Domestic  Shorn  Wool 
Clip  May  be  Larger 
This  Year;  Pulled  Wool 
Production  Likely  to  Be  Down 


An  increase  in  U.  S.  shorn  wool  production  appears  to  be  in  prospect  in 
1958>  since  there  were  3  percent  more  stock  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  and 
ranches  on  January  1  than  a  year  earlier. 

Federally- inspected  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  during  the  first  3 
months  of  this  year  was  about  10  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    The  year's 
total  slaughter  and  production  of  pulled  wool  may  be  down    as  sheepmen  continu* 
to  rebuild  their  flocks. 

1957-58  World  Wool  Production 
About  Same  As  In  1956-57 


The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  estimate  of  1957- 58  world  production 
of  wool  remains  unchanged  at  ^,970  million  pounds,  grease  basis,  about  20  mil- 
lion pounds  less  than  last  year.    The  decline  this  season,  less  than  one-half 
of  1  percent,  is  the  first  in  10  years.     It  reflects  a  drop  of  7  percent  in 
the  Australian  clip  due  to  drought. 

1957-58  Exports  from  Southern 

Hemisphere  Lower  Than  in  1956-57 


Total  exports  of  wool  from  the  5  major  surplus-producing  countries  of 
the  Southern  Hemisphere  during  the  early  months  of  the  1957-58  season  were 
down  somewhat  from  the  corresponding  months  of  the  1956-57  season  (table  h) . 
Exports  from  all  of  these  countries  except  Australia  were  smaller  than  a  year 
earlier . 
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The  total  supply  available  for  export  from  these  5  countries  this 
season  is  larger  than  in  1956-57-    Supplies  are  up  in  all  except  Australia 
and  probably  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 


Table  k.—  Exports  of  wool,  actual  weight,  from  Southern  Hemisphere 
surplus -producing  countries,  1955-56,  1956-57 
and  1957-58  seasons  through  January  1/ 


Exporting  country 


Australia 

New  Zealand  2/ 

Union  of  South 

Africa  2/ 
Argentina  2/ 
Uruguay 


1955-56 


Million 
pounds 

648 
118 

127 
50 
71 


1956-57 


1957-58 


Million 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

690 

708 

158 

153 

119 

10k 

^5 

20 

5^ 

22 

1/  Season  beginning  July  1  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Union  of  South 
Africa,  and  season  beginning  October  1  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay. 
2/  Through  December. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


The  proportion  of  the  Australian  clip  offered  and  sold  during  the 
early  months  of  the  season  was  somewhat  larger  than  usual.    The  effect  of  the 
drought  was  underestimated  when  the  offerings  were  scheduled  prior  to  the 
opening  of  sales.    The  drop  in  production  coupled  with  the  heavy  early  sales 
have  reduced  supplies  available  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  considerably 
below  a  year  earlier. 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  offerings  were  smaller  than  anticipated 
due  to  adverse  weather  conditions— severe  drought  in  some  areas  and  an  over- 
abundance of  rain  which  delayed  shearing  in  other  areas.    In  addition,  some 
growers  reportedly  have  held  back  their  wool  in  the  hope  that  prices  will 
strengthen. 

Increased  carryover  and  increased  clips  this  season  account  for  the 
rise  in  supplies  in  both  Argentina  and  Uruguay.    When  the  easing  of  world 
demand  brought  world  market  prices  for  wool  to  levels  below  "aforo"  values- 
fixed  minimum  prices  set  by  the  governments  in  order  to  determine  the  amount 
of  exchange  that  must  be  surrendered  by  the  exporter  to  the  official  exchange 
market — it  became  unprofitable  for  exporters  to  sell  abroad.  Growers 
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refused  to  sell  their  wool,  in  an  attempt  to  force  their  governments  to 
reduce  the  "aforo"  values.    The  "aforos"  have  been  reduced  in  both  countries, 
and  Argentina  has  abolished  the  8  percent  export  sales  tax  and  the  5  percent 
exchange  retention. 

January  Imports  of  Dutiable  Wool 
Much  Lover  Than  Year  Earlier 

U.  S.  imports  of  dutiable  vool  for  consumption  amounted  to  5.8  million 
pounds,  clean  content,  about  three-fifths  of  the  quantity  of  a  year  earlier. 
Except  for  last  September,  imports  of  dutiable  wools  have  been  below  a  year 
earlier  each  month  since  June  1956,  because  of  the  decline  in  mill  use  and 
some  reduction  in  stocks. 

Imports  of  Duty-free  Wool  Also 
Lower  Than  Year  Earlier 

In  January  U.  S.  imports  of  duty-free  wool  for  consumption  in  the 
manufacture  of  floor  coverings  amounted  to  11.1  million  pounds,  clean  content, 
about  one-fifth  less  than  a  year  earlier.    The  decline  reflects  the  reduced 
rate  of  mill  use. 

Stocks  of  Apparel  Wool 
In  the  United  States 

Commercial  stocks  of  apparel  wool  in  the  U.  S.  on  January  1  are 
reported  to  have  totaled  about  115  million  pounds,  scoured  basis  (table  5). 
Comparable  data  are  not  available  for  a  year  earlier.    However,  as  of  April  1, 
1957*  stocks  amounted  to  122  million  pounds. 

The  ratio  of  stocks  on  January  1  to  the  rate  of  consumption  during 
October-December  was  considerably  higher  than  the  ratio  of  stocks  on  April  1, 
1957>  to  the  rate  of  consumption  during  January-March  1957  due  to  the  much 
lower  rate  of  consumption.    It  was  the  highest  since  early  19U8. 

Manufacturers'  holdings  on  January  1  of  this  year  were  about  8  million 
pounds  smaller  than  9  months  earlier.    Dealers'  holdings,  including  wool  held 
on  consignment,  were  up  23  million  pounds,  with  20  million  pounds  of  the 
increase  in  domestic  wool.    Commodity  Credit  Corporation  holdings  were  down 
22  million  pounds.    The  last  of  the  CCC  stocks  have  been  disposed  of. 

Stocks  of  both  domestic  and  foreign  wool  on  January  1  were  lower 
than  9  months  earlier.    Holdings  of  domestic  wool  were  down  5  million  pounds, 
and  holdings  of  foreign  were  down  2  million  pounds.    Of  the  holdings  of 
foreign  wool  16  million  pounds  were  held  in  bond,  about  the  same  as  9  months 
earlier. 
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January  1  Stocks 

of  Carpet  Wool  Lower 
Than  9  Months  Earlier 


«hnn+  ^  ^  °    C8rpet  W°01  in  the  U-  S-  on  January  1  amounted  to 

on  iLii  T  !q?7  T?^S'z rOUred  baSlS'  8bOUt  5  million  Pounds  less  th«n 
on  April  1    1957  (table  6).     Dealers'  holdings  were  almost  2  million  pounds 

larger,  but  manufacturers'  holdings  were  7  million  pounds  lower. 

ion  ™t^gh  StrkS+WeI!  Sm8ller  th8n  °n  April  1957>  the  stocks-consumpt- 
ion ratio  was  up  due  to  the  reduced  rate  of  mill  use  of  carpet  wool. 

bond    °f         t0tal  St0°kS  °n  hand'  ab°Ut  5  million  Pounds  "ere  held  in 


Domestic  Mill  Use 
of  Apparel  Wool 
Down  From  Last  Year 


Domestic  woolen  and  worsted  mills  used  33  million  pounds,  scoured  basis 
of  apparel  wool  during  the  first  2  months  of  this  year.    Use  was  down  about 

yearCtab^r8  "  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^a™r"ry™  lasf 

The  total  quantity  of  fiber  used  by  the  wool  textile  industry  in  the 
^mmfon    yar?  °theroLthan  C^  *nd  *  the  production  of  top  was  down" 
largely  In  5^'  °?  ^  deCUne'  althou*h  concentrated 

was  down  about       i?  ■        '  T  notclimited  to  wool.      Use  of  unmade  fiber 
about  20  «™    +        i1??  POUndS  °r  5  Percent'    ^yon  and  acetate  use  fell 

of  o^her  rnmade  fib6rS  gained  16  Percent-  Consumption 

or  VmSi  -        '  ™?      7  reUS6d  8nd  reProce^ed  wool,  was  about  18  percent 
or  5  million  pounds  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.  P 

«  (ran         l°Wfr  l6Vel  °f  fiber  USe  in  woolen  a^  worsted  manufacture  reflects 

?tSTS      S  ^  ln  tGXtile  aCtiVity  and  fiber  use  which  started  Jn  S56 
(table  8).    Total  mill  use  of  fiber  in  the  TI    q    -in  tq<^  ^  Lv    *  « 

S^ffri^  ^  ?  d6ClineS  ?~on'and  rayon' ^  c at  ra 
si    f?ber    anr:ukeS  Z  i**  T"*1         ^  "°o1>  ma™ade  non-cellulo- 
»ll  ivn^^  i  USe  l8St  ye8r  Was  down  5  percent  from  1956,  as 

all  types  declined  except  the  manmade  non-cellulosic . 

adjusterra?ro?Sm?nCn"Sed,in  1SSU6  °f  tMs  reP°rt*  the  seasonally 

i     If  6       Tn    T  ^rel  W°01  b6gan     t0  deCllne  dUrln§  ^e 

earlier  Ld  U*'  JT^  °f  thiS  y68r  tt  Was  35  Percent  bel™  »  year 

earlier  and percent  lower  than  when  the  decline  began.  It  advanced  some- 
what   in  February,  when  it  was  the  highest  since  last  September.     However  It 
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is  too  early  to  tell  whether  the  increase  that  month  represented  merely  a 
temporary  reversal  of  the  downward  movement  or  the  beginning  of  the  upward 
phase  of  the  cycle.     Historically,  apparel  wool  consumption  in  the  U.  S.  has 
shown  a  pronounced  cyclical  pattern  (figures  1-U). 

The  decline  in  use  of  both  wool  and  all  fiber  in  top  and  noil  product- 
ion was  greater  than  the  decline  in  their  use  in  woolen  spinning.  During 
January-February  of  this  year,  total  use  of  fiber  in  the  production  of  top 
and  noil  was  one-third  smaller  than  a  year  earlier;  use  of  wool  was  down 
^0  percent.    Total  use  of  fiber  in  woolen  spinning  was  18  percent  lower  than 
a  year  earlier  while  use  of  wool  was  down  25  percent. 

Mill  Use  of  Carpet 
Wool  Also  Down 

The  use  of  wool  by  woolen  mills  in  the  spinning  of  carpet  and  rug  yarn 
during  January-February  was  down  about  one-third,  or  10  million  pounds, 
scoured  basis,  less  than  early  last  year.    Total  use  of  other  fiber  was  un- 
changed:   an  increase  of  18  percent  in  the  use  of  manmade  fiber  offsetting 
a  decline  of  2^  percent  in  total  use  of  reused  and  reprocessed  wool,  cotton, 
jute  and  others. 

The  increase  in  use  of  manmade  fiber  so  far  this  year  has  reversed  the 
decline  that  began  in  1957-    Sharply  increased  use  of  manmade  non-cellulosic 
fiber  last  year,  four  times  that  of  1956,  offset  a  large  part  of  a  drop  in 
use  of  rayon  and  acetate.    Although  this  decline  in  use  of  rayon    and  acetate 
continued  early  this  year,  down  almost  two-fifths  from  a  year  earlier,  use 
of  other  manmade  fiber  was  four  times  that  of  early  1957-     This  rapid  increase 
is  explained  by  the  several  manmade  non-cellulosic  fibers  designed  specifical- 
ly for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  carpets  and  rugs  that    have  recently  gone 
into  commercial  production. 

Woolen  and  Worsted  Fabric 
Production  Also  Down 

Production  of  woven  fabric  (except  felt)  containing,  by  weight,  50  per- 
cent or  more  raw,  reused  or  reprocessed  wool  or  other  animal  fiber  during 
the  fourth  quarter  of  last  year  was  about  18  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
It  was  7  or  8  percent  below  a  year  earlier  during  each  of  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  year.    Total  woven  fabric  production  in  1957>  292  million 
linear  yards,     was  10  percent  below  1956  (table  13).     The  decline  followed 
increases  during  each  of  the  two  previous  years,  as  was  the  case  for  woolen 
and  worsted  mill  use  of  wool  and  all  fiber.     Production  was  above  a  year 
earlier  from  the  fourth  quarter  of  195^  through  the  third  quarter  of  1956. 
It  then  dropped  below  a  year  earlier  and  continued  below  through  the  final 
quarter  of  1957  (table  lh) . 

The  drop  in  production  last  year  extended  to  practically  all  of  the 
major  fabric  categories.    Woven  felt  was  down  15  percent;  other  non-apparel 
fabric  was  down  1  percent;  and  apparel  fabric  was  down  11  percent. 
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Table  11. — Percentage  distribution  of  apparel  wool  and  other  fiber 
consumed  for  the  spinning  of  yarn  (except  carpet)  on  the 
woolen  system,  United  States,  by  months,  1951  to  date 


Fiber 

Jan. : 

Feb . : 

Mar. : 

Apr . : 

May  : 

June  : 

July  : 

Aug. : 

Sept . : 

Oct . : 

Nov. : 

Dec . : 

Year 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet . 

Fct . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Fct . 

Pet. 

Shorn  and  pulled 

wool  of  the  sheep 

1951                    '  ' 

35-3 

36.7 

39.6 

41.7 

42.0 

42.0 

U6. 

5 

^5. 

5 

45.9 

47.I 

45.1 

45.2 

42.5 

1952 

i,  0  )i 

42 .  2 

42.3 

41 . 0 

42 . 0 

41 .  d 

41. 

9 

43. 

4 

42 . 7 

43  .O 

I,  ii  0 

44  .  2 

Ii  1  A 
43  .O 

h2 . 7 

loco 

1953 

40 . 1 

kc  0 

4  f  .y 

4? .  1 

42. 

3 

6 

4  (  .  4- 

LA  A 
4b .  O 

40 .  ( 

)i  c:  A 
4p  .0 

44  .  ( 

195^ 

45 .  4 

1.  n  Q 
42. O 

43  .  4 

U3.2 

U3 . 2 

U2.3 

in. 

0 

41. 

8 

43.6 

43.2 

44  .0 

42.9 

43.0 

1955 

U1.9 

42.0 

41 . 4 

1. 1  1 

41.1 

4I.9 

40.2 

40. 

3 

39. 

2 

39-3 

38.2 

39.8 

4o.l 

Ii  O  1, 

40.4 

1956 

39.0 

39.1 

40.0 

40 . 4 

30 .9 

40.2 

39- 

4 

39 

0 

3».9 

39.1 

Ii  O  I, 

40. 4 

4o.  5 

39.0 

1957 

39-3 

39-7 

40.4 

39.0 

37-5 

37-3 

36. 

3 

35- 

5 

35-7 

-i  1,  Q 
34.O 

32.0 

33-3 

36.0 

1958 

36.4 

35.5 

Other  wool,  re- 

processed wool, 

and  reused  wool  l/ 

1951 

■  48.3 

^5-5 

42.8 

44.3 

42.5 

43.5 

40. 

3 

4o 

8 

U1.6 

41.2 

43.1 

42.4 

43.2 

1952 

I,  ->  A 

43 . 0 

42.0 

42. 0 

)l  0  I, 
42 . 4 

45.7 

46. 

2 

42 

6 

43 .0 

42 . 2 

I.  1  c 

41.5 

4l .  9 

43 . 2 

1953 

•  U3.I 

40. 6 

40. 1 

37-0 

41.2 

42.2 

44 

6 

40 

1 

30.4 

38.5 

36.6 

40.2 

41.3 

1954 

I.  r\  £. 
40.6 

).  i  c 
41.6 

4l  .0 

4l  .0 

42. 5 

44  .7 

^5 

5 

42 

5 

),l  1 
41. 1 

1.1  c 

41.5 

40. 4 

43 .2 

42.2 

1955 

4-3  •  " 

4-2.0 

41.3 

U  1. 

42 . 4 

Ii  1  1 

41 . 1 

),  0  1 
43.1 

42. 

9 

41 

9 

42.  5 

)i  I.  0 
44 . 3 

U2.0 

43 .  b 

42. 5 

1956 

U3.7 

43.2 

42.7 

42.0 

lio  A 
42. 0 

)ii  t~\ 
41.0 

42. 

9 

42 

2 

)ii  0 
41 . 2 

40 . 9 

3«  .7 

41.3 

hi .  9 

1957 

:  4o.l 

40.0 

39-3 

40. 1 

40 . 4 

Ul.3 

42 

3 

42 

9 

41.3 

40.  7 

43.6 

45.9 

ii  1  1, 
41 . 4 

1950 

.  fin  )i 

ll  0  ^ 

42 . 0 

Manmade 

fiber  2/ 

1951 

7-0 

8.3 

7-6 

6.1 

7-2 

6.6 

5- 

5 

5 

3 

5-0 

4-3 

4.2 

4.4 

6.0 

1952 

'  4.3 

4.9 

0.0 

6.0 

6.2 

4.9 

4. 

4 

4 

3 

5-1 

5.0 

1.  Q 
4  .b 

4.9 

5-1 

1953 

A  -7 

:  0.7 

A  0 
0.2 

A  0 

a. 9 

r>  I, 
9.4 

A  C 
O.  0 

A  r, 
0.2 

8 

1 

8 

8 

A  -> 
0.3 

A  C 

9.6 

7.2 

A  c 
8.5 

1954 

A  0 
O  .0 

l  0  l 
1U.  1 

10.5 

11 .0 

9-9 

9o 

9. 

7 

11 

4 

11  £ 

11 .  b 

11  )l 
11 .  4 

11  Ii 

11 . 4 

10. 2 

10 . 4 

195? 

.it  l 
11 . 1 

l^r .  O 

13.7 

i  0  A 
Let  .O 

1  O  O 

13.2 

12.9 

13 

1 

14 

5 

i  )i  i 

14.1 

13.0 

1  r>  A 
13.0 

11  A 

11 . 0 

i  n  i 
13.1 

1950 

11.9 

12.7 

10  A 
12.0 

13.2 

13.9 

14  .0 

13. 

4 

14 

2 

15.1 

15.2 

l  c  A 
15.8 

ii  £. 
13.6 

13.0 

1957 

l  e  A 
15.0 

15.2 

1  c  £ 

lp .  O 

i  £  )t 
lb. 4 

17.7 

1  £  "7 

lb. 7 

16 

5 

16 

8 

i  Q  0 

its.  3 

l  0  C 

19.  b 

19.9 

lb. 7 

17.1 

1950 

:  19-1 

19.1 

Other 

fiber  2/ 

1951 

•  9.k 

9-5 

10.0 

7-9 

8.3 

7-9 

7. 

7 

8 

4 

7.5 

7-4 

7-6 

8.0 

8.3 

A 

0.  ? 

>j 

n  l 

0  A 
y.o 

O  h 

y.4 

A  0 

7. 

5 

9. 

2 

9-^ 

90 

9.4 

9.0 

1953 

4.6 

5.1 

5.7 

5.7 

5.1 

5-6 

5. 

0 

5 

5 

5-9 

6.1 

7-1 

6.8 

5.5 

1954 

6.0 

5-5 

5.1 

4.8 

4.4 

3-7 

3. 

8 

4 

3 

3-7 

3-9 

4.2 

3-7 

4.4 

1955 

3-6 

3.* 

3.6 

3-7 

3.8 

3-8 

3- 

7 

4. 

4 

4.1 

4.5 

4.4 

4.5 

4.0 

1956 

4.6 

5.0 

4.5 

4.4 

4.4 

4.8 

4. 

3 

4 

6 

4.8 

4.8 

5-1 

4.6 

4.7 

1957 

4.8 

5-1 

4.7 

4-5 

4.4 

4.7 

4. 

9 

4. 

8 

4.7 

M 

4.5 

4.1 

4.7 

1958 

4.1 

3-4 

1/  As  defined  in  the  Wool  Products  Labeling  Act  of  1939. 


2/  Prior  to  January  1953>  manmade  fibers  other  than  rayon  and  acetate  were  included  in  "other 
fiber". 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  12.-  Percentage  distribution  of  fibers  consumed  for  spinning  of  carpet 
and  rug  yarns  on  the  woolen  system,  United  State6,  by  months,  1950  to  date 


Fiber 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mir. 


Apr. 


May 


June 


July 


Aug.  : Sept.: Oct.  :Nov 


Dec. 


Year 


Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.    Pet.  Pet. 


Shorn  and  pulled 
wool  of  the  sheep 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1951* 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

Other  wool  l/ 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
I95U 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

Reused  and  reprocessed 
wool  l/ 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195"* 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

Man-made  fiber  2/ 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195^ 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 

Other  fiber  2/ 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195^ 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 


80.3 
73-9 
71.1 
73-6 
72.8 
67.3 
73-6 
72.5 
65.1 


2A 
11.7 

n.k 

15.3 
16.8 

21.1* 
I6.9 
16.1 
21*. 8 


80.3 

n.k 
73.8 

73-k 
Ik.  8 

67.3 
7k. 0 

lk.3 
63.7 


81.2 

72.5 
72.0 
73-** 
76.1 
67.1 
76.2 
71.9 


81.6 
63.O 
72.1* 
7k. 9 
7^.9 
68.5 
71.8 
72.8 


81.6 
51*. 6 
70.9 
73.0 
7^.2 
72.6 
73-7 
70.0 


79-1 
52.0 

7"*. 5 
7k. 0 
71.5 
68.5 
71*. 8 
68.6 


75, 
38. 
75. 
7k. 
69. 
69. 


.5 
.7 
.1 
.7 
.7 
.2 
71.6 
70.1* 


78.1* 
56.2 
78.5 
77.7 
71.3 
70.3 
72.1* 
69.1 


78.5 
57.1* 
75.2 
75.8 
73.2 
71.9 
70.5 
69.8 


76.8 
65.5 
7k. 2 
7k.3 
69.7 
70.9 
71.3 
69.5 


7^.7 
61*. 5 
75.5 
75-5 
71.7 
70.8 
67.I 
66.5 


7k 

69 
73 
75 
71 
73 
68, 

65 


k.o 
13.8 

15.8 

16.0 

ll*.8 
21.7 
16.1* 
15  .k 
21*. 3 


3-0 
H.k 

18.6 
15.6 
12.5 
20.6 

11*. 1* 
16.7 


3.k 
22.0 
17.6 
li*.  0 
1U.9 
20.7 
17.0 
ik. 3 


3.8 
29.1* 
17.2 
15.7 
15.3 
18.5 
15.0 
18.3 


k.5 
31.9 
12.2 


13 

16, 
22, 
16, 
19. 


5.5 
37.1 

9.6 
12.7 
19.1 
19.5 
16.2 
16.1* 


5.7 
31A 
11.5 
11.9 
17.3 
20.1* 
16.6 
18.8 


5.8 
27.7 
13.2 
13.k 
15.3 
16.6 
18.1 
19.1 


7.2 


21 
11* 
1U 
18 
17 
17 
17. 


9.k 
22.3 
lk.0 
10.7 
17.  k 
18.0 
21.8 
21.5 


12.3 
17.5 
16.1 

13.5 
17.1* 
15.9 
19.5 
22.7 


79.2 
61*. 6 

73-9 
7k. 6 
72.8 
69.8 
72.2 
70.6 


:  3.k 

3-8 

3.k 

3.0 

3-1 

3-8 

3.1 

l*.6 

3-2 

3.3 

3.1 

2.7 

3-k 

■  2.5 

2.8 

3.3 

3.5 

3.6 

3-6 

3.7 

2.8 

2.1 

2.1* 

2.0 

3.7 

3.0 

:  2.7 

2.1 

3.2 

3.8 

k.3 

2.1* 

2.1* 

2.3 

i*.o 

k.3 

k.6 

1*.2 

2.5 

:  1*.0 

5.5 

5.0 

5.3 

k.3 

6.6 

l*.8 

k.9 

k.7 

5.8 

5.2 

5.7 

5.1 

:  2.1 

1.8 

2.0 

2.3 

2.3 

2.2 

3.0 

1.7 

2.1 

2.5 

2.2 

2.0 

2.1 

:  1.1* 

1.6 

1.7 

2.0 

1.9 

2.1 

2.1* 

1.7 

1.9 

1.7 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

1.7 

1.8 

2.0 

1.5 

1.9 

1.6 

2.1 

1.1* 

1.1 

1.3 

1.0 

1.0 

1.5 

:  1.0 

•  9 

1.1 

.9 

1.0 

1.0 

1.3 

.7 

.9 

•  9 

1.1 

9 

1.0 

.9 

.7 

•10.8 

9.2 

9.7 

9A 

9.2 

10.1 

11.5 

8.7 

9.3 

9.7 

10.2 

8.7 

9.7 

:  9.2 

9.6 

8.9 

9-1 

9.2 

8.5 

13.1 

5.0 

8.5 

6.8 

7.3 

5.8 

8.5 

:  6.8 

5.9 

k.7 

l*.8 

5.9 

8.1* 

10.1* 

6.2 

5.9 

5.6 

k.k 

k.6 

6.8 

:  5.k 

i*.o 

5.0 

l*.8 

5.9 

1*.8 

7.1 

l*.l 

5.0 

k.k 

7.7 

k.k 

5.1 

:  7.k 

7.5 

8.3 

6.8 

7.k 

9.1 

7.9 

8.9 

9.1 

7.7 

7.7 

8.1 

8.0 

:  9.1 

8.6 

9-8 

7.9 

6.2 

6.3 

6.9 

6.2 

7.7 

8.0 

7.8 

8.2 

7.8 

:  7.1 

7.0 

6.1* 

8.3 

8.3 

6.2 

8.5 

8.3 

8.6 

8.9 

8.6 

9.7 

7.9 

:  9.7 

8.1 

9-5 

10.5 

8.0 

8.5 

10.7 

10.1 

9.6 

11.2 

10.1 

9.7 

9.6 

:  8.1 

9.k 

5.6 
20.8 


15. 
11*. 
16, 
19. 
17 


17.6 


:  3.1 

2.7 

2.7 

2.6 

2.3 

2.5 

k.k 

2.6 

2.7 

3-0 

2.6 

2.1 

2.1 

:  2.7 

2.1* 

1.9 

Z.k 

3.2 

k.o 

7.k 

k.6 

k.3 

3.8 

3.9 

3.2 

3-1 

:  2.0 

2.1* 

1.5 

1.1* 

1.7 

2.5 

2.5 

1.5 

1.7 

1.7 

1.5 

1.2 

1.7 

:  1.7 

1.1 

1.0 

1.0 

1.1 

•  9 

.7 

1.1* 

1.1 

1.0 

•  9 

1.1 

l.l 

:  .9 

1.1 

1.1 

1.1 

.8 

.6 

•  3 

.8 

•  3 

1.9 

1.0 

.8 

.9 

:  .8 

.8 

.8 

.9 

.8 

1.0 

2.0 

l.i* 

1.9 

1.8 

1.5 

•  9 

1.2 

:  .7 

.8 

1.0 

1.1* 

1.1 

1.0 

1.6 

1.3 

1.7 

1.2 

1.5 

1.1 

1.2 

:  .7 

1.3 

.8 

1.5 

2.7 

2.5 

1.2 

1.3 

.6 

.6 

.8 

.8 

1.2 

:  1.1 

1.9 

1/  As  defined  in  the  Wool  Products  Labeling  Act  of  1939. 

2j  Prior  to  January  1953*    synthetics  other  than  rayon  and  acetate  were  included  with  "other  fibers. 


Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Of  the  nonapparel  fabric,  blanketing  was  down  1  percent;  transportation  uphols- 
tery, down  3  percent;  and  other  nonapparel  fabric,  up  2  percent.    The  decline 
for  men's  and  boys'  wear  fabric  was  17  percent  while  that  for  women's  and 
children's  wear  was  5  percent. 

Cuttings  of  Men1 s  Tailored 
Clothing  Early  This  Year 
Below  Year  Earlier 

The  average  weekly  rates  of  cutting  of  the  major  categories  of  men's 
tailored  clothing  early  this  year  were  down  for  the  second  year  in  a  row 
(table  15)-    Suit  cuttings  were  23  percent  below  1957  and  2k  percent  below 
1956.    The  weight -breakdown  of  suit  cuttings  reveals  that  the  declines  for 
regular -weight  suits  were  39  percent  and  38  percent,  respectively.  Summer- 
weight  suits  were  down  5  percent  from  last  year  and  8  percent  from  1956.  Cut- 
tings of  separate  dress  and  sport  trousers  were  6  percent  lower  than  last  year 
and  28  percent  below  1956.    The  corresponding  declines  for  overcoats  and  top- 
coats were  2h  percent  and  50  percent,  respectively.    It  should  be  noted  that 
the  declines  for  regular -weight  suits  and  overcoats  and  topcoats,  which  are 
predominantly  wool,  were  considerably  greater  than  the  declines  for  the  other 
items  which  predominately  use  fabric  containing  less  than  50  percent  wool. 


Cuttings  of  Most  Women ' s 
Outerwear  Garments  Also 
Declined  Early  This  Year 

During  the  first  two  months  of  this  year,  cuttings  of  unit -priced 
dresses,  suits,  coats,  and  blouses  were  lower  than  last  year  (table  19).  The 
declines  ranged  from  k  percent  for  blouses  and  dresses  to  Ik  percent  for  suits. 
Skirt  cuttings  increased  2  percent. 


TWS-^ 


27  - 


MAY 


1958 


CO 

1 

VD 

+3 

ir\ 

On 

<v 

t~— 

0) 

H 

faO 

LT\ 

0 

a 

On 

h 

^\ 

cO 

H 

1) 

& 

8 

P-i 

O 

0 

U 

u 

0) 

a 

to 

1 

«5  00 

>> 

-P 

£j 

d 

0> 

cd 

u 

H 

0 

-P 

d 

u 

C 

CO 

d) 

vo 

CD 

p. 

ITN 

U 

ON 

u 

H 

to 

(Xi 

CD 

■P 

CO 

'O 

(U 

u 

1a 

•p 

Tl 

•H 

CO  0) 

R 

C 

LTN  QJ 

id 

On 

co 

t—i 

•» 

CO 

D 

M 

r— i 

£3 

c 

EH 

•H 

-p 

jC 

-P 

C> 

O 

H 

H 

0 

■p 

c 

CO 

n 

T3 

X 

tj 

d) 

a 

c—  a> 

a 

r< 

n! 

O 

On 

co 

rH 

QJ 

rH 

3 

t4 

00 

0 

ed 

iH 

-p 

O 

v — ' 

Eh 

U 

0) 

c 

CO 

0 

§ 

^  s 

00 

to 

Vi 

■M 

0 

VD  CD 

c 

LTN  Q) 

10 

ON  > 

w 

n 

H 

9 

<u 

00 

O 

■p 

H 

X3 

•H 

Eh 

T3 

ID 

•H 

4h 

tH 

O 

0) 

PU 

CQ 

Vl 

0 

05 

-P 

d 

d 

•H 

-P 

n 

O 

1 

• 

0 

a 

rH 

g 

<D 

EH 

H 

,0 

d 

EH 

1— I  t—  O  1 

.    .    •  I 

coco  ir\  1 
CM  co 


I  VO  I 


I  -4 
I 


rH  CO_4 

.4  CO  co 

CVJ  CO 
I     I  I 


"  CO 
Cvl 


1  vo 


1  On 
-4 


OJ  VD  VO  • 
J-  ON  J"  1 
J-  CO  LTN  I 
•v 

J-  H  OJ 


1  On 
1  H 
1  H 

LTN 
rH 


I  OJ  LT\ 
I   CO  O 

I    t~—  VD 


COCOQCOVOVOCO_4_4 

r-  On  co  vo  r-  co  OJ  O  OJ 


E—  O  vo  H  rod 

-\     »\     »\     »\  *\ 

LTN  CO  OJ  H  H        VD  LTN  rH 


.     I  ON 

o  h  1 


O  rl  OM^ICO  CO  4  4  O 
LTN  C  Is —  .4*  LTNf-Oj3-CO 

CO  O  t^-rH  UN      O  O  ON 


H 

O 
OJ 


LTN  CO  OJ  rH  rH 


H  J-VO 
OJ  rH 


10  O 

W  U 
QJ  CD 


T3 

C 

CO 

+2 

p 

CD 

-P 

d  1 

M 

LTN 

CJ 

(J 

H 

1 

i~ 1 

(D 

Ph 

h 

CD 

,0 

•H 

cm 

P> 

ODOO 

(2  LTN 

•H  1 

p  LT\ 

0  0\ 

 1   1 

rl  1 — 1 

O 

P 

CD  Co 

OJ 

0  u 

0 

M 

•rl  CU 

H 

0) 

CO 

Ph 

• 

CO  H 

"V  CQ 

J3  P 

CD  C 

S  d 

O  *^ 

(0 

W  Q.) 

QJ 

•rH  +3 

-P  CO 

P  *o 

p 

r~< 

Ch  "H 

MJ 

0  (3 

LTN 

CJ 

•—V 

/T\ 

U\ 

H 

_j 
f 1 

Q.) 

0  *^ 

•H  -P 

P  t* 

^  d> 

H  & 

p  qd 

CO 

■H  Ch 

'D  O 

CD  CD 

sP  & 

CO  Ps 

O 

fn 

QJ 

P-i 

-p 

' 

d 

VD 

H 

1 — 1 

H 

QJ 

61 

H 

CO 

O 

EH 

Type 

O  VD  t—  O  On  rH 
O  co  OJ  CO  Q  ON  O 

O  -4  LTN  O  rH  CO 
rH  H 


O  <H  o  On  o  On  rH 
04  H4  O  COVD 

O  -4  LTN        O  COVD 


O  -4  VD  O  O  LTN  LTN 

O  O  NO  CO  O  O  ON 

O  -4  LTN  O  OJ  t- 
H  rH 


CQ 
CQ 

c 

QJ 
O 

JS 

-p 

O 

cd 
QJ 

u 

pp 

a 
•p 

CH 

O 

CQ 
■P 

r4 

O 
ft 
OJ 


r< 

<+H 

QJ 

> 

•H 
U 
QJ 

Q 


TWS-^3 


-  28  - 


MAY  1958 


0 

f, 

c 

-K 

c- 

vO 

s3 
a) 

LT\ 

ir\ 

0 

On 

ON 

H 

H 

0) 

ft 

CD 

taO 

3 

0 

1 t 

rH 

H 

Lf\ 

0) 

-p 

irv 

0 

S3 

ON 

SH 

d) 

H 

CD 

O 

Oh 

CD 

ft 

(0 

A* 
C—  CD 

LfN  0) 

o\  ? 

CVI 
LfN 


(0 

VO  V 

LfN  CD 
ON  > 

CVI 


(0 

.M 

LfN  0) 
LfN  0) 
ON  ? 

CM 

LfN 


5 


CM  ON-=»-  H  VO  H  00  C—  C—  ON 

^^cOcvjcQOHHOON 
II    I  +TrOHHW0O 
+   I    +   I  I 


fOvOr-IOvovOoovoOON 

•  ••••••••• 

H  VO  UT\  LT\  LfN^J-  LfN  CO  COJ- 
I     I   H  CVI   +  -d-    I  H  rllO 
+  +       +  +11 


COCO  H  CAO 


1  -3"  LfN  CO  CO  ONOfi  ON 
CO  ON  CO  D—  O  VO  VO 

»N       *S       *S       *\       ~v  «\       »v       «\  »\ 

O  -3"  LfN  CVI  CVJ  COCVJHCO 
CVI  H  VO  CVI  -d 


§CVIVOO  t-  ON  Cvl  tr-LfNO 
vo  cvj  o  cvi  On  cvi  Is— -=r 
O  CO  CO  CVI  CVI  CO  t—  LfN  iH 

«t     *t    «\     «\     ^  »\    »\    *\  *\ 

O  LfN  LfN  CVI  CO  CVI  ON  CVI  VO 
CVJ  H  t—  H  LfN 


O  CO  CVI  ON  J-  ON  LfN  H  -4"  CVI 
CO  004  t—  ONVO  LfN  J-  H  t— 

cvi  00  on  co  c—  cvi  co  3-  owo 


«\     *t    *\  *v 

O  LfN  J-  H  CVJ 
CVI  H 


t—  ON  Is-  LfN 
VO  H  -4" 


-P 

S3 

[- 

<l> 

LfN 

O 

ON 

Sh 

H 

Pe 

vo 

LfN 
ON 


LfN 

0> 

LfN 

0 

ON 

H 

Pe 

O  co  On  CO  O  V0  4- 

•        •••••  B 

OHHVOO^iA 

O  -4  LfN        O  CO  VO 

1— I  H 


O  LfN  J-  H  O  CO  t— 

•  •••••• 

8 ON  LfN  LfN  O  Is—  CVJ 
CO  LfN        O  CVI  [— 


O  O  LfN  LfN  O  ON  r— I 

8 CO  VO  LfN  Q  CO  H 
CO  LfN        O  CVI  Is- 


a 

CO 

a 
a> 
u 

3 
p 

O 

a> 
a> 

^3 
P 

O 

CO 


O 

ft 
a> 


E 
Sh 


TWS-J+3 


-  29  - 


MAY  1958 


Table  19. — Cuttings  of  specified  items  of  women's,  misses',  and  juniors' 
outerwear  garments  by  fiber  content  and  type  of  garment, 
United  States,  January -February,  1956-58 


Type  of  garment 

1  1956 

:  1957 

I       1958  \ 

Percentage 
change  1958 
from  1957 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

Dresses  (unit-priced) 
Rayon  and  acetate 
Other 

:  26,320 
:  12,795 
:  13,525 

24,050 
12,536 
11,514 

23,021 
12,947 
10,074 

-4.3 
+3.3 
-12.5 

Skirts 

Rayon  and  acetate 
Other 

:  13.728 
:  3,^56 
:  10,272 

13.824 
3,276 

10,548 

14, 148 
2,880 
11,268 

+2.3 
-12.1 
+6.8 

Suits 

Rayon  and  acetate 
Other 

:  3,420 
:  1,532 
:  1,888 

2,758 
1,084 
1,674 

2,378 
795 
1,583 

-13.8 
-26.7 
-5.4 

Coats 

4,460 

4,708 

4,648 

-1.3 

Blouses 
Cotton 
Other 

27,084 
18,000 
9,084 

29,280 
18,360 
10,920 

28,092 
21,348 
6,744 

-4.1 
+16.3 
-38.2 

Compiled  from  Facts  for  Industry  Series  M23H,  Bureau  of  the  Census . 


Table  20. --Percentage  distribution  of  cuttings  of  women's,  misses',  and  juniors ' 
outerwear  garments  by  fiber  content  and  type  of  garment, 
United  States,  January -February,  1956-58 


Type  of  garment 

1956 

:             1957  S 

1958 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Dresses  (unit  priced)  : 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Rayon  and  acetate 

48.6 

52.1 

56.2 

Other  , 

51.4 

47.9 

43.8 

Skirts 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Rayon  and  acetate  : 

25.2 

23.7 

20.4 

Other  : 

74.8 

76.3 

79.6 

Suits 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Rayon  and  acetate  : 

44.8 

39.3 

33.4 

Other  : 

55.2 

60.7 

66.6 

Blouses  : 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Cotton  : 

66.5 

62.7 

76.0 

Other  : 

33.5 

37.3 

24.0 

Derived  from  Facts  for  Industry  Series  M23H,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Wool  Market  Prices  Important  Factor  in 
Making  Payments  Under  Wool  Program 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  pointed  out  to  wool  producers 
that  under  the  wool  payment  program  they  should  consider  carefully  the  possible 
course  of  wool  prices  during  the  entire  marketing  year  when  selling  their  wool. 

Under  the  incentive  payment  program,  producers  gain  by  getting  the 
highest  possible  market  price  for  their  wool.    Incentive  payments  on  shorn  wool 
\t±11  be  made  at  a  percentage  rate  which  will  bring  the  national  average  price 
received  by  all  growers  of  wool  sold  during  the  current  marketing  year 
(April  1,  1958  "to  March  31>  1959)  UP  "to  "the  previously  announced  62-cent-per- 
pound  incentive  level. 

Producers  who  sell  their  wool  below  the  national  average  price  for  the 
year  will  get  less  than  the  62-cent  incentive  level.    For  example,  during  the 
1956  marketing  year  for  which  incentive  payments  vere  made  in  the  summer  of 
1957 }  a  grower  who  sold  his  wool  for  35  cents  per  pound  which  was  below  the 
year*s  national  average  price  of  kk.3  cents  per  pound  received  a  payment  of 
Ik  cents  per  pound  based  on  the  kO  percent  payment  rate  for  that  year.  This 
gave  him  a  total  return  of  U9  cents  per  pound . 

A  grower  who  sold  his  wool  for  50  cents  per  pound  during  that  same  mar- 
keting year  received  a  payment  of  20  cents  per  pound,  giving  him  a  total  return 
of  70  cents  per  pound  for  his  wool. 

While  marketing  prices  differ  greatly  for  the  wide  range  of  grades  and 
classes  of  wool  produced,  each  individual  grower  should  market  to  get  the  best 
possible  price  for  his  quality  wool.    Growers  who  sell  their  wool  when  market 
prices  are  highest  for  the  year  benefit  in  two  ways:     (l)  more  money  at  the 
time  they  sell  their  wool  and  (2)  larger  payments  under  the  incentive  program. 

In  making  plans  for  selling  their  wool,  producers  might  want  to  study 
the  relationship  of  domestic  wool  prices  to  world  wool  prices.    During  the 
period  of  the  wool  price  decline  in  recent  months,  wool  prices  in  the  U.  S. 
have  become  lower  than  usual  in  relation  to  reported  prices  in  the  world  mar- 
ket (see  chart  page  32.)    Prices  being  offered  growers  for  their  wools  may  be 
reflecting  a  situation  comparable  to  that  which  existed  in  late  1955  and  early 
1956  when  prices  in  the  domestic  market  were  lower  than  usual  relative  to  re- 
ported world  wool  prices. 

The  Department  states  that  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  predict 
precisely  the  rate  of  incentive  payment  to  be  made  in  the  summer  of  1959  on 
wool  sold  during  the  current  marketing  year.    The  rate  will  be  figured  on  the 
basis  of  the  national  average  price  received  by  all  producers  for  wool  sold 
during  the  12 -month  period.    This  national  average  is  a  "weighted"  average  and 
will  depend  on  the  course  of  wool  prices  from  now  through  next  March  and  the 
volume  of  wool  sold  each  month. 
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Gr overs  in  selling  their  wool  during  the  marketing  year  will  determine 
the  national  average  price  for  the  marketing  year.    Free  selling  early  in  a 
marketing  year  under  conditions  of  uncertainty  in  the  wool  textile  industry 
could  result  in  a  low  national  average  price  which  would  unnecessarily  increase 
payments  and  the  cost  of  the  incentive  program.    The  total  amount  of  incentive 
payments  under  the  National  Wool  Act  of  195^+  is  limited  to  a  portion  of  the 
duties  collected  on  imported  wool  and  wool  manufactures. 

Payment  rate  for  the  marketing  year  just  ended  on  March  31  will  be 
figured  in  June  and  payments  to  growers  on  wool  sold  during  the  April  1,  1957> 
to  March  31>  1958*  period  will  be  completed  by  late  summer  or  early  fall. 

USDA  Announces  Provisions  for  193 8 
Mohair  Support  Program 

Provisions  for  a  price  support  program  for  mohair  sold  during  the  1958 
marketing  year  were  announced  on  April  30  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  National  Wool  Act  of  195^>  which  authorizes  the  wool  incentive  payment  pro- 
gram, also  provides  for  support  of  mohair  prices. 

The  mohair  support  price  for  the  1958  marketing  year,  as  previously 
announced,  will  be  70  cents  per  pound,  the  same  support  price  as  for  the  1955 > 
I956,  and  1957  marketing  years.    The  70 -cent -per -pound  support  price  reflects 
75  percent  of  the  current  mohair  parity. 

No  payments  were  required  on  mohair  sales  during  1955  and  1956  and  none 
are  indicated  for  1957.    Recently,  however,  prices  reported  in  Texas  ranging 
from  kG-l/2  to  ^1-1/2  cents  per  pound  for  adult  mohair  and  76-1/2  to  8l-l/2  cents 
for  kid  mohair  indicate  tnat  the  national  average  price  for  mohair  sold  in  the 
1958  marketing  year  could  fall  below  the  70 -cent -per -pound  support  price  thus 
requiring  payments. 

The  mohair  payment  provisions  announced  are  essentially  the  same  as  those 
issued  for  the  1958  payment  program  for  shorn  wool,  except  that  no  adjustments 
(like  those  for  purchases  of  unshorn  lambs  under  the  wool  program)  will  be 
made  for  purchases  of  goats  or  kids. 

If  mohair  payments  are  required,  they  will  be  made  as  a  percentage  of 
each  grower's  cash  returns  from  mohair,  similar  to  the  method  employed  for 
determining  incentive  payments  on  shorn  wool.    The  percentage  will  be  that  re- 
quired to  raise  the  national  average  price  received  by  all  growers  for  mohair 
up  to  the  support  price  of  70  cents  per  pound . 

Payments  would  be  made  on  mohair  marketed  during  the  period,  April  1, 
1958  to  Ifcrch  31>  1959«    Applications  for  payment  should  be  filed  not  later 
than  April  3^>  1959>  with  county  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation 
Offices.    Sales  slips  received  by  growers  on  mohair  will  provide  the  informa- 
tion needed  to  determine  payments,  and  growers  are  urged  to  keep  them  in  a  safe 
place . 
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Whether  or  not  payments  are  required  on  1958  mohair  "will  be  determined  I 
in  the  late  summer  of  1959  when  the  national  average  price  for  the  entire  mar- 
keting year  is  known.    The  national  average  is  a  "weighted"  average  and  depends 
on  mohair  prices  received  by  growers  from  now  through  next  March  and  the  volutin 
of  mohair  sold  each  month.    The  price  and  time  at  which  growers  sell  their 
mohair  thus  will  determine  the  national  average  price  for  the  marketing  year. 

The  Department  pointed  out  that  growers  should  carefully  consider  the 
possible  course  of  mohair  prices  during  the  entire  marketing  year  because  they 
have  a  two-fold  reason  for  getting  the  best  possible  price  in  selling  their 
mohair.    First,  they  will  net  more  money  at  the  time  they  sell  their  mohair. 
Second,  they  will  get  a  larger  payment,  if  made,  because  of  the  percentage 
method  of  determining  payments.    This  method  is  designed  to  encourage  growers 
to  do  a  good  job  of  marketing  their  mohair. 
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Cumulative  Supplement  for  19^5-57  to  WOOL  STATISTICS 
AND  RELATED  DATA,  Statistical  Bulletin  No.  lk2, 
March  1958>  is  now  available.    Single  copies  may  be 
ordered  from  the  Office  of  Information,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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